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Introduction

“The world is plagued by a duo of dangerous crises:
climate and conflict” (Zahidi, 2024)

The humanitarian and environmental catastrophe
unfolding in Gaza and Ukraine puts war, security and
climate crisis on the agenda

“The conflicts are exacerbating the global climate
emergency, which goes far beyond the CO, emissions
from bombs and planes” (after Lakhani, 2024)

“Armed conflict pushes humanity even closer to the
precipice of climate catastrophe, and is an idiotic way
to spend our shrinking carbon budget” (Boyd, 2024)

Atmospheric CO,, responsible for heating the Earth,
hit the highest-yet recorded levels in May 2024,
followed by the hottest summer on record for 2,000
years
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Note: The ND-GAIN Country Index uses climate vulnerability and adaptation readiness indicators to develop a score from 1 (most vulnerable) to 100 (least vulnerable)
Sources: World Bank (boundaries), Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative, Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project
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The climate and environmental impact of conflicts
Example of Gaza

The carbon emissions from the war are staggering, with an average estimate of 536,410
tons of CO, in the first 120 days of the war

This figure exceeds the annual C footprint of many climate-vulnerable nations (first 2
months of conflict produced more planet-warming gases than 20 climate-vulnerable
nations do in a year)

The air is contaminated with chemicals from weapons such as white phosphorus

On average, in April 2024, Gazans had access to around 2 to 8 liters/person/day,
compared to 85 liters/person/day before October 2023

Nearly 60,000 cubic meters of untreated sewage flowing into the Mediterranean Sea
daily

57% of Gaza's cropland has been damaged

The C footprint of rebuilding Gaza will exceed the annual greenhouse gas emissions
produced by 135 individual countries according to researchers in the UK and the US



‘No climate justice without peace’
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Countries That Pollute
More or Less Than the Global Average

From consumption-based CO2 emissions per capita

Less pollution _l— More pollution

Global Average 47 tCO,

LOWEST POLLUTING
~ Malawi0.2
Drawn in the 1980s, the Brandt

line is outdated, but still helps

visualize global inequalities.

The Global North-South Divide

Economically developed Developing countries

countries contribute contribute less to

more to environmental ) emissions but often face
Y. degradation. —_ greater dimate impacts.

Source Our World in Data (2021) @
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Here’s a look at the biggest per-capita
carbon emitters in the world:
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The Americas  Asia and Oceania Africa and the Europe and Russia
Middle East
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Population )

Unequal global distribution of wealth plays
afactor in carbon emissions. Developed
countries like Qatar emit 31t CO,/yr, while
that of developing countries in Africa can
be as low as 0.7t CO,/yr.

*1 Middle EastA
Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab Emiratq
*2 Middle East B
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen
*3 AsiaA
Brunei, Malaysia, M lia, Singap

*4 AsiaB
Asia without Asia A, China, India, Thailand, Taiwan,

Indonesia, S. Korea or Japan

*5 China
China, Hong Kong

The CO; emission values are based on estimates of the source chart. There may
be a negligible difference between the ones provided here and the source data
<
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SOURCE: AQAL GROUP, IEA (2021) P
‘@.

PeCHC

Massive CO, emissions, primarily
through gas flaring, have caused major
oil-producing countries like Bahrain,
Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and U.A.E to
have high per-capita CO, emissions,
despite their small population.
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When accounting for the intensity of
emissions, measured by emissions per
GDP, Mongolia will have the highest
per capita CO, emissions in 2030,
followed by Brunei and Malaysia.

Iran 7.0

@ VISUALCAPITALIST.COM

= Africa contributes less than 4%
of the global green gas
emissions

= Most vulnerable region in the
world

= 7 of the 10 most vulnerable
countries to climate shock in the

world are in Africa



Historical greenhouse gas (GHG) emission trends for Africa

(c) Country GHG emissions (Africa) (d) Total GHG emissions by gas and sector (Africa)
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Disproportionate burden from climate change and adaptation costs in Africa
(WMO State of the Climate in Africa 2023 report)

Between 1970 and 2021, Africa accounted for 35% of weather, climate, and water-related fatalities
Only 40% of the African population has access to early warning systems — lowest rate of the world

African countries are losing 2—-5% of GDP
Up to 9% of the budget of many African countries redirected to respond to climate extremes
In SSA, cost of adaptation estimated to be between USS 30-50 billion annually over the next decade, or 2-3% of

the region’s GDP

Drought

Temperature increase

Changes in
precipitation patterns

Sea-level rise

Storm
Wildfire
Landslide

Dust storm

Pest and disease [

10 20 30 40 50
Number of countries

Hazards of greatest concern for the African region
Graph generated by WMO using the NDCs of 53 countries in Africa based on the active NDCs submitted as of June 2024



‘To tackle the climate crisis, we need accountability’



Understanding the planet’s climate and ecosystems as a system
allows for conceptual and practical division of water resources
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Distinguishing between green and blue water allows for conceptual and practical division of water
resources between green water for landscape-scale agricultural and ecosystem initiatives, and blue
water for municipal, industrial, and aquatic ecological demands”

Source : Keys and Falkenmark, 2018



Ocean-driven

ATMOSPHERIC WATERSHEDS

The atmosphere harbours precipitationsheds (regions that act as sources of
precipitation to a certain area) and evaporationsheds (regions that receive this area’s
evaporation, which falls as precipitation). In addition to evaporation from the ocean,
the water cycle is driven by moisture from evapotranspiration from terrestrial land
and vegetation, and land-cover changes in one country can affect another’s rainfall.

Ocean-driven Land-driven
Precipitationshed [ T I I
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Land-driven

1. Moisture evaporated from
the Atlantic is responsible
for 60% of rainfall in Brazil.

1. Central Africa
provides 64% of

Nigeria Nigeria’s moisture.

TN
K,

2. Guinea depends
on water vapour off

Nigerian land for

2. Water vapour evaporated in its rain.

Brazil spreads to downwind
countries, such as Argentina.

Mature publications remain neutral with regard to contested jurisdictional claims in published maps.

Source: Rockstrom et al., 2023



Synthesis of adaptation options for Africa Feasibility Dimensions Observations J—
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Science-Policy-Society Interfaces

Source: Bocci and Ramieri, 2020




17 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

The dialogue necessitates building partnerships o @
and engaging a wide audience to be effective
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http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/globalpartnerships/

The three key dimensions of citizen science:
citizen scientist, scientific, socio-economic

Policy l Problem
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““Source: Turbé et al., 2019



Building blocks of policy coherence for sustainable development
Coherent policies across multiple ministries/sectors
Inform decision-making, and adjust Mobilise whole-of-government

policies in light of potential negative < e & W action and orient policy development
effects towards sustainable development

| Support present needs and those of
— future generations in a balanced
| manner

Systematically consider the effects of
policies on people’s well-being “here
and now’, “elsewhere” and “later”

Capitalise on synergies and

Engage all relevant actors to identify [t Wis : address trade-offs between
challenges, set priorities, align actions R 2 Intagesd economic, social and environmental
and mobilise resources policy areas

Subnational
Align priorities and promote e Resolve divergences between
coordinated action at different policies, including between domestic
levels of government and external policies

Source: Adapted from OECD (2018[2]), Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development 2018: Towards Sustainable
and Resilient Societies, https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264301061-en.



Conclusion

Security and climate change threats in West Africa are complex and require greater regional
coordination and cooperation to address the conflict issues and structures

Addressing climate-related security threats and fostering collaboration can be achieved through
governance. Policy dialogues on the shared management of natural resources, more inclusive natural
resource governance, and improved integration of regional resource management techniques with
pertinent national laws are all necessary to accomplish this

It is necessary to translate climate-related security threats into the language of local policies and
link them to local goals. Responses to conflicts should strengthen how people organize, govern, and
adapt while addressing fundamental human security concerns and climatic vulnerabilities

West African security and climate change are pressing issues that need iterative solutions that
combine learning and action

Still significant knowledge gaps about the region's climatic vulnerabilities. Building capacity in local
research, identifying, connecting, and scaling up resilience-building and peacebuilding successes, and
adjusting funding to match changing difficulties are all necessary to close these gaps



ONLY ONE EARTH

Thank you!
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