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Summary of the CS4RRA Stocktaking Conference (Parallel Session 3)

Parallel Working Group Ill: Socioeconomic for Vulnerability and Resilience

Introduction

The group members extensively discussed about how socioeconomic factors influence vulnerability
and resilience in the context of climate change, particularly the most vulnerable groups. Key points
included the need for data integration and policy alignment, emphasizing the importance of
socioeconomic data for climate resilience. The group discussed the impact of climate change on urban
and rural areas, highlighting extreme weather events, like flooding, heatwaves, migration on vulnerable
populations, considering their sensitivity and adaptability and the role of stakeholders. Specific metrics
such as implementation options, stakeholder engagement, and the need for mixed methods in data
collection were emphasized. The conversation also touched on the importance of understanding
socioeconomic factors, including access to resources and infrastructure, in enhancing resilience and
adaptation capacities. The following highlights were discussed.

Ql: Identification of Vulnerable Groups

The group identified several categories of vulnerable populations impacted by climate change due to
varying levels of sensitivity and adaptability:
1. Rural Populations
e Characterized by limited infrastructure and services.
e Face poor adaptive capacities and are highly exposed to extreme weather events.
2. Coastal Communities
e Particularly affected by sea-level rise, biodiversity loss, and coastal erosion.
e These factors exacerbate displacement and livelihood challenges.
3. People with Disabilities and Health Conditions
e More susceptible to climate impacts, requiring specialized adaptive measures.
4. Children and Elderly
e Their physical and social vulnerabilities heighten their exposure to climate risks.
5. Women
e Often disproportionately affected due to socioeconomic and cultural norms that limit their
adaptive capacities.
6. Socio-Cultural Norms and Occupation
e Local beliefs and occupations significantly influence the vulnerability of specific groups.
7. Low-Income and Informal Economy Workers
e Economic hardships make it harder for these individuals to recover from climate-related
disruptions.
The discussions emphasized the need for targeted interventions tailored to these groups' specific
challenges, considering their socioeconomic contexts.

Qll: Creating Synergies Between Short-Term and Long-Term Issues



The group discussed strategies to harmonize immediate climate actions (weeks to seasons) with long-
term plans (years to decades). Key areas of focus included:

1. Regional Integrated Data Repository
e Developing standardized metrics and ethical data-sharing policies to improve socioeconomic
vulnerability assessments.
2. Climate Change Adaptation Best Practices
e Establishing repositories of successful resilience strategies that can guide policy and
implementation.
3. Development of Indicators
e Creating measurable metrics for resilience-building efforts, focusing on robust data collection
and analysis.
4. Climate-Induced Migration
e Addressing conflicts and challenges associated with temporary settlements, land-use
disputes, and urban-rural tensions.
¢ Emphasizing equitable resource distribution for displaced populations.
5. Policy Development
e Formulating inclusive policies to support displaced communities, ensuring access to essential
services and protection against exploitation.

Qlll: Priorities for the Next Five Years (Research & Innovation and Capacity Development)
The working group outlined specific priorities to advance socioeconomic resilience in the next five
years:
1. Customizing Information: Tailoring climate data to meet the needs of vulnerable groups.
2. Research Funding: Advocating for increased funding to accelerate climate change research.
3. Affordable Data Collection Infrastructure: Enhancing networks for efficient data collection and
analysis.
4. Incorporation of Indigenous Knowledge: Integrating local knowledge and languages into climate
services to ensure cultural relevance and broader acceptance.
5. Capacity Building: Training for field workers, policymakers, and the public on:

o Climate adaptation strategies.

o New technologies like lIoT and Al.

o Effective communication and data dissemination.
6. Addressing Climate-Induced Migration and Conflicts: Developing frameworks to manage migration
and reduce tensions caused by climate impacts.
7. Bridging Academia and Policymakers: Strengthening ties between researchers and policymakers
through policy briefs and collaborative initiatives.
8. Value Chain Analysis: Conducting in-depth analyses of agricultural systems to identify
vulnerabilities and improve resilience from farm to market.
9. Data Integration and Policy Alignment: Focusing on primary (field-based) and secondary
(administrative, economic) data for informed policy decisions. Promoting citizen science and
community-based data collection efforts.

QIV: Bridging Development Strategies and Climate Scenarios

The group discussed the integration of development strategies with climate scenarios to ensure
alignment with broader socio-economic goals.

1. Harmonizing Initiatives: Aligning national, regional, and local climate resilience efforts to avoid
duplication and enhance efficiency.

2. Downscaling Climate Projections: Translating regional climate data into actionable plans for
national and sub-national levels.

3. Identifying Hotspots for Action : Pinpointing regions requiring immediate intervention based on
vulnerability assessments.



4. Alignment with SDGs and ECOWAS Vision 2050: Ensuring climate actions contribute to global
development goals while addressing regional priorities.
5. Funding Recommendations: Leveraging multiple funding sources:
o International Organizations: ILO, IMO, UNDP, UN-Women, World Bank, AfDB, GEF,
GCF, etc.
National Support: Federal, state, and local governments.
o Private Sector: Encouraging private investment in climate resilience projects.

Recommendations
The discussions concluded with several critical recommendations to strengthen socioeconomic
resilience against climate change:
1. Data Integration and Research
e Enhance the availability and accessibility of socioeconomic data.
e Invest in customized research that addresses the unique challenges of vulnerable groups.
2. Capacity Building
e Strengthen training programs for key stakeholders, including policymakers, researchers, and
community members.
e Embrace technological advancements to improve communication and adaptation strategies.
3. Policy Alignment
e Formulate inclusive policies that integrate the perspectives of vulnerable populations.
e Ensure alignment between local, national, and regional initiatives.
4. Stakeholder Collaboration
e Foster partnerships among government agencies, NGOs, and the private sector.
e Prioritize collaborative actions that build socioeconomic resilience and reduce climate
vulnerabilities.
5. Investment in Vulnerability Reduction
e Allocate resources for targeted interventions that address the needs of marginalized and
vulnerable groups.
e Encourage international and national funding for resilience projects.

Conclusion

The CS4RRA discussions highlighted the complex interplay between socioeconomic factors and climate
resilience. By addressing the unique challenges faced by vulnerable populations and leveraging data-
driven approaches, stakeholders can foster more effective climate adaptation strategies. The group's
emphasis on data integration, capacity building, and stakeholder collaboration provides a roadmap for
advancing socioeconomic resilience in the face of climate change. These priorities align with global
development goals and set the stage for impactful climate action across Africa.



